ROOTICAL V

REGGAE AND GANJA TODAY

is...things cool or things hard, or the world just getting worser and
worser day by day and night after night. In years gone by, there was
the rallying call for all kinds of remedies to soclal Injustices plus the
20th century's greatest undercelebrated devolutions took place right
under our noses. After more than four hundreaded years of
downpression and all its accompanying sins, a new mentality whose
time had come, just blossomed from seeds planted in the 30's when
bible quoting Dreadlocks challenged the brutish colonial rule in JA at
that time.The early reggae singers and players of instruments began
paving the way for the new expression and before we knew it, Bob was
all over the place and then the next thing was that reggae was alive and
kicking on all the four corners of the earth. Then something happend,
and today we hardly see or know anything about the real reggae
people. Most conscious artists find it extremely difficult, If not downright
impossible to get to the riverside, so don't even talk about entering the
main stream. Plus the whole issue gets a bit clouded when a lot of
dreads just flash their natty and go about doing all kinds of un-Rasta
things. People see pictures or videos and think, oh that's what rasta is
about then? One thing for sure is that the people of JAH are there,
seeing and doing the right thing as little or insignificant as it may seem
to the world. Today we know that ites gold and green gone commercial
and that outer trappings just serve as reflectors of the Inner reality.
Rasta today can safely meditate upon the truths that have unfolded
since the movement began to spread its consciousness over the world.
He may not be the top charter, neither will he be seen in the farce that
passes today for a music video...but that again is another subject
altogether. Give thanks...

Ras Zéka
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in and around Berlin

ROOTS REGGAE REVIVAL

Actually started long pants ago when reasonable folks got
tired of the machine driven riddim that took over in the
80's and 90's when everybody thought that the vibes
would go with the passing of Bob and Tosh. Not so... the
true soldiers of JAH army just went into tactical positions
and began to do the real work. Lots of folks today are
directly and indirectly influenced by the words and actions
of the great masters. More often than ever, I keep hearing
Tosh's "no justice without equality” coming from the lips of
the so called higher ups who have the power and abilirty to
thrust themselves into our senses when the time is right
for them...Yes, I have heard endless "follyticians" using our
boys' lyrics to big up themselves and make it look like they
really into the vibes. Nowadays, downloading has become a
serious "problem" for the sick tree of dust that think they
could "control" music. I am not saying that all downloading
is legal or necessarily good, but when tricknology alows
people to do all kinds of stuff, you think they will stop and
just be treated like cows for cash? Many an indie artist can
today set up his vibes and with the right connections be
able reach a good amount of people by the riverside..i.e.
outside the mainstream. Internet still exists for the benefit
of a few who would rather spend some extra time
searching to find the exact thing needed and not influenced
by the daily visual and sonic attacks...Just look up roots or
reggae, and all what is hidden away under the mainstream
riverbed will just come up to the surface. In that process
the waters may become muddy, so let us enjoy "online
facilities" while they are still around.

Tcha T
QUOTABLE QUOTES
"..who has the gold makes the rules."
", ..Homeland Security.. fighting
terrorism since 1492."
"...there is no defense or security for

any of us except in the highest
intelligence and development of all."”

", ..not by speeches and decisions of
majorities will the greatest problems of
the time be decided.”

"...chance favours only those minds

which are prepared."

"...man cannot fulfil his destiny alone,
he cannot redeem his race unaided."

"..there are times when the
insignificance of the accuser is 1lost in
the magnitude of the accusation.”

FROM THE DREADITOR'S DESK

Hail up me bredren and sistren wherever you may be at
this point in these trying times. All with eyes and ears can
see and hear the flicked up reality that we are supposed to
accept to live with. But as they say, at the edge of the
desert lies the oasis where thirsts are quenched and
another aspect of what is really reality comes to be. Times
goes by and we see the same precycled things come back
again...more off and more daring than the last thing you
were just thinking was the baddest in town. Where will it
end? The only solution may be total recontruction..... in
mind and body. What are known as nations may plot and
fight or co-operate and survive...there is no third way. By
the look of things from an artistic point, it would seem
that lots of yoths just get dragged and drugged astray by
predominant images of a really false idea of fun and
happiness. Localwise, in this part of the world there seems
to be a flicker of consciousness of the new realities of
"their" 21st century. Popkom going on in Berlin these
days... I wonder what the impact will be on the local
scene. Maybe not much, but hopefully someone or ones
will take the musical art to higher heights and it's not just
showcase business like the presentation of next year's
new car models etc....or maybe that's what's really going
on.At least it brings in a certain amount of new faces who
are always ready to discover and learn a "new" city.
Rootical Vibes extends a hearty welcome to first and
second time visitors to the city called Berlin...all is here,
one just has to look patiently and carefully...trod on in the
name of JAH.

The Dreaditor

TIPS FOR REGGAE VISITORS

So you make up your mind to visit Germany and Berlin in
particular? Well, a few helpful hints to guide you thru.
Reggae lovers, roots, dub, soundsystem, concert, clubbing
or whatever. All the above mentioned things exist here in
da city but to find out where what is and when, could be a
little confusing sometimes. Assuming that one gets to
know the basic transport routes and points of historical
interest, the rest is all left to any individual's ability to
communicate to people and seek out information.
Language should not be a big barrier, since most Berliners
speak and understand English. A little knowledge of basic
German can also be helpful, but it's safe to say that most
people will get the vibes especially if it's not some kinda
heavy southernish twang that even Britishers themselves
would have problems to take in. So, just try to ease off on
the accenting and with cool positive vibes, anyone will be
directed to his/her area. Hoardings are usually plastered
with megasize posters of international and sometime local
faces and names. Get your ticket quick because the place
is changing fast...in times to come there will be no pieces
of that infamous wall to see, or even figure out where it
was, or how it was. The only real wall that one risks of
bouncing into, is that of the misunderstanding of what this
country and city was, is and probably will become.

Ari Ree



